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TIMBER RIDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL BANDS MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The mission of the Timber Ridge Middle School Band Program is to provide a positive atmosphere in which students can learn to succeed 
at playing a musical instrument as individuals and as a group. The band program is dedicated to teaching students the necessary skills 
to play their chosen instrument proficiently, to be able to appreciate the performances of other musicians and artists, and to enrich the 
students’ overall education and quality of life.   
 
The band program seeks to prepare students for success in all of the various performances and competitions throughout the entire 
school year, as well as prepare students for success in the Plainfield Central High School Band Program and any other musical 
experiences and performances beyond high school. 

 
MS. GILMORE, BAND DIRECTOR 
k g i l m o r e @ p s d 2 0 2 . o r g          
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Please keep this handbook in a prominent place for your reference throughout the entire school year. 
 

1. PURPOSE 
The purpose of this handbook is to acquaint all parents and students with the Timber Ridge Band program. It is important that all 
students and parents read this handbook carefully.  In order to continue our band program’s tradition of excellence, parents, band 
members and the band director all must direct their efforts toward creating a positive experience for all students.  A positive experience 
must start with an understanding of the expectations and standards for those who participate in the band.  This Band Handbook outlines 
and explains these expectations. 

2.   PROGRAM OVERVIEW 
The band has a unique place in the school curriculum. While it is an academic class that has a definite curriculum and expected goals 
to reach, there are some aspects of band membership that require participation outside of the normal school day. Students and 
parents must understand that the success of the band activities depends on EACH and EVERY band member being in the right place, at 
the right time, with the right equipment, the right attitude and the willingness to work! Band students will: 

• Be treated fairly. 

• Use a variety of music from classical to popular literature to develop fundamental instrumental skills related to posture, 
breathing, embouchure, fingerings, rhythm, tempo, articulation, phrasing, pitch, tone production, dynamics, balance, and 
blend. 

• Develop overall music literacy skills related to note and rest values, key signatures, scales, musical signs, terms and symbols. 

• Be given the opportunity to develop musical sensitivity through performance of music and listening to music.  

• Be able to exhibit proper concert etiquette and be able to evaluate the quality of a musical performance as an informed, aware 
and actively involved listener during various live performances throughout their lifetimes. 

• Develop self-discipline, responsibility, leadership skills, hand/eye coordination, organizational skills, concentration, creativity, 
self-expression, cooperation, a life-long love of music and recognition of its importance in helping to enrich the human 
experience. 

• Be a member of a community within the larger school community. This gives students a place to belong, which is beneficial for 
good mental health and happiness. 

• Be given the opportunity to grow musically, socially, and academically through participation in band. 
 

3.   DESCRIPTION OF ENSEMBLES 
Students start the three year band program in 6th Grade Band.  Students do not need previous musical experience to participate in 6th 
Grade Band. Ideally, these students learn the basics of their instruments in the Summer Beginning Band Program, which takes place for 
a few weeks before the school year starts. Emphasis is placed on the development of fundamental skills related to posture, breathing, 
embouchure, fingerings, counting, music reading, and quality tone production. During the school year, they rehearse and attend 55 
minute rehearsal blocks every other day as a part of the academic routine. 
  
7th Grade Band students attend 55 minute rehearsal blocks every other day as a part of the academic routine. 7th Grade Band performs 
in formal concerts at Timber Ridge, and may participate in various festivals and community performances.   
  
8th Grade Band students attend 55 minute rehearsal blocks every other day as a part of the academic routine. 8th Grade Band performs 
in formal concerts at Timber Ridge, and participates in various festivals and community performances.   
 
 
Extra-Curricular Bands 
Green Machine Marching Band: This is a community group of 7th and 8th grade volunteer students from all seven Plainfield Middle 
Schools.  Students are expected to attend a Tuesday evening rehearsal once a week from 6-7:30 PM at Ira Jones MS.  The band performs 
in the Plainfield Homecoming Parade. (Saturday, September 28, 2019 between 7-11 am)   
Within the Marching Band are two special sections only utilized during marching season: the Color Guard and the Drumline.   

 The Color Guard is made of band members who learn a choreographed flag routine to the music the band is playing. 

 The Drumline includes all percussionists who join. 

  
Jazz Band: Jazz Band auditions will be held at the beginning of September.  Audition sign up and music will be passed out and discussed 
during band class.  The rehearsal schedule will be announced after auditions. Rehearsals usually take place in the mornings, before 
school, to accommodate busy student schedules. 
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Special Performance Opportunities 
ILMEA:  Seventh and eighth grade students who are interested and have prepared the required scales and music over the summer, 
will audition to participate in a one-day festival with students chosen from other schools.  Each year, a renowned guest conductor 
leads the band.  It is a great honor to be chosen to participate in this esteemed ensemble.  Auditions are Saturday, September 28, 
2019. 
 
AIJB (All-Illinois Junior Band): The All-Illinois Junior Band was founded for the express purpose of creating a premier musical experience 
for the state’s finest middle school band students.  As the first statewide middle school honor band in over half a century, 
membership in AIJB is determined solely through competitive blind auditions.  Its goals are to provide an opportunity for middle 
school students to perform excellent literature with a mature ensemble and distinguished conductor, to interact with similarly 
dedicated student musicians from around the State of Illinois, and to encourage and inspire these outstanding young musicians to 
continue their musical studies.  This is a highly selective ensemble and auditions are submitted as a recording by Ms. Gilmore no later 
than November 1st. 
 
IGSMA Solo & Ensemble Contest: This contest is held once a year on a Saturday in February.  Entry forms are due in November, so it is 
necessary for students and private teachers to choose the solo music prior to THANKSGIVING break.   
Most solos require a piano accompaniment.  This means there are additional practices and fees that will be required.  Ms. Gilmore will 
provide a list of available accompanists, who will be paid by the student’s family.  Students may also participate in a variety of small 
ensembles which will be coordinated by Ms. Gilmore. Ensembles do not require piano accompaniment. Solo & Ensemble Contest is an 
excellent opportunity to work in a smaller group.  
  

Solos:  Students that study with a private instructor are highly encouraged to participate as soloists for contest.  Sixth 
grade students must study privately to be eligible to play a solo. Seventh and eighth grade students who are not 
studying with a private teacher and express interest in preparing a solo may discuss their interest with Ms. Gilmore. 
  
Ensembles:  Any responsible and hardworking band student may participate in an ensemble.  This is a great chance to 
work in a small group.  Examples of performing ensembles are brass quintet, woodwind quintet, trios, duets, as well 
as whole section features.  In the few weeks before contest extra rehearsals with a private tutor or Ms. Gilmore will 
be needed to refine the ensemble piece. 

4.   PRACTICING 
The Plain and Simple Truths about Band… 

1.) Being able to play an instrument well is hard work. 

2.) There is NO LIMIT to how well a student can play his/her instrument.  It ALL depends on how much the student practices. 

3.) Not many students enjoy practicing. 

4.) Ms. Gilmore’s expectations are very high.  

5.) The more a student practices, the better they will sound…The better a student sounds, the more they enjoy and want to stay in 

band… The more a student enjoys band, the more they will practice… 

 

M S .  G I L M O R E ’ S  P R A C T I C I N G  G U I D E L I N E  I S  A  L I T T L E  B I T  O F  P R A C T I C E  E V E R Y  S I N G L E  D A Y  I N  
O R D E R  T O  B E  S UC C E S S F U L  I N  B A N D .  

 
More information on practicing... 

• Students will always be expected to show improvement, and this will only happen through daily practice. 

• Every student needs to continue renting their instrument through the summer to keep practicing. 

• You can go to any music store and get books of “fun” music specifically for your instrument. 

• Parents usually need to help their child get into a practice routine by setting a consistent time and place for daily practice. Please 

make sure that your child is practicing every day so that the instrument and time spent in class remains a good financial investment. 

If a student isn’t practicing regularly, parents are throwing away their money on the instrument.   

• When a student loses the will and drive to improve musically or to make a better contribution to the band, he or she is a negative 

impact for the time and effort of fellow band members by continuing in the program.  

• The happiest band student is the one who improves through daily practicing and daily progress.  

Guidelines to Help Your Child Practice Effectively: 

• Practice for results, not just for the sake of “putting in time” on the instrument. 

• Use repetition instead of a time limit. (For example, aim for playing a section of music correctly 5 times.) 
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• Avoid distractions. No TV, radio, computer, little siblings, or pets allowed! 

• Set a specific time to practice every day and stick to it. Practicing is your class homework! 

• Always use a metronome. It greatly improves your sense of steady beat. (There are many free websites, apps, and you can get one 

at any music store.  Ask Ms. Gilmore for help if you are unsure.) 

• Always use a tuner to check your pitch after you warm up. 

• Always use a music stand and chair. This helps avoid formation of bad posture and bad playing habits. 

• Private lessons are a great motivator to get your child to practice without complaint! 

• Praise your child for good practice sessions! Let them know that you enjoy hearing them play. 

• Have fun! Music should be something that is enjoyed for a lifetime. Have patience with your child as they learn this new skill. 

Everyone learns at a different pace and the key is to be able to enjoy the journey! 

 
5.   PARENT AND GUARDIAN RESPONSIBILITIES 

• Parents are usually the key to a child’s success in the band program. One of your primary responsibilities is to provide a time and 
place for your child to practice at home every day – and then make sure to enforce it!  

• Notifying Ms. Gilmore of potential conflicts as soon as you know about the conflict. 

• Making sure that your child takes care of his/her instrument and that all repairs and supplies (reeds, valve oil, slide grease, etc.) are 
provided at all times. 

• Responsible for providing or arranging transportation for your child to and from band events that are outside of the school day.  
 

PLEASE MARK PERFORMANCE DATES AND TIMES ON YOUR FAMILY CALENDAR AND PICK UP YOUR CHILD ON TIME. 

 
6.   INSTRUMENTS AND SUPPLIES 

Storage Room:  Each student shares a designated storage shelf for his/her instrument.  Students are to use the correct shelf only and 
are NEVER to touch anything in the storage room that does not belong to them.  When entering the band room, use the correct door 
to go into the storage room and do not wander! Do not touch anything that does not belong to you.  Do not touch instruments you are 
not assigned to.  This includes all percussion equipment.  You may enter the band room no earlier than 7:40 AM to drop off your 
instrument.  Please pick your instrument up immediately after school, no later than 3:05 pm.  You will not be able to access the band after 
clubs and athletics if Ms. Gilmore has left.  This is to ensure the safety of our Band Room.  Please discuss with sponsors and coaches 
where you should keep your instrument.  This is not an excuse to not practice! 
 
Music Folder Slots:  Located under the north windows of the band room are several folder cabinets to store music while students are at 
school.  Students may keep their band folder, band books, and sheet music in their music folder slot.  It is expected that books and 
folders are brought home daily to practice.   
 
Lost and Found: There is a band lost and found.  If you leave something behind, it can be found in our lost and found.  If you find 
something where you normally sit, please place it is in the band lost and found right away. 
 
Additional Necessities: 

• ALL instrument cases must have an identification tag on them at all times.  Any luggage tag is acceptable.   
o At the minimum include  

▪ Student first and last name  
▪ Primary phone number or school phone  
▪ Timber Ridge Middle School.   

Many cases look the same and students sometimes take the wrong instrument.  Identified cases aid in the instrument being returned if 
misplaced or lost. 

• Record the serial number of your child’s instrument for later identification. Parents are advised to have the instrument included on 
their home-owner’s insurance policy to cover possible loss or theft.  If you need help finding this number, ask Ms. Gilmore. 

• Students using school owned equipment will receive a check out form in August.   
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Instrument Maintenance and Repair   
Every student must have a working instrument in class every day. Students are taught how to keep their instrument clean and in good 
working condition. Instruments are like cars – if they aren’t maintained properly, they will break down! All valves, slides and keys should 
be clean and move freely. If you would like more information on how to help your child keep their instrument in working condition, 
please schedule a meeting with Ms. Gilmore or from where you are renting your instrument. 

NEVER try to repair an instrument yourself!  
PLEASE! No matter how handy you are, these instruments require special care to avoid damage.   

Regular tools may seem like they will work but DO NOT RISK IT! 
 
Please refer to Quinlan and Fabish for reputable repair and supplies.  A Quinlan and Fabish service representatives visits our school once 

a week.   1-800.63.SOUSA  – 1 (800) 637 - 6872 http://www.qandf.com/ 
 
 
 

FLUTE: CLEANING ROD / COTTON HANDKERCHIEF FOR CLEANING 
 

OBOE:  AT LEAST 2 WORKING REEDS / REED CASE / SILK CLEANING SWAB / CORK GREASE. 

• YOU WILL SAVE A LOT OF TIME, MONEY, AND FRUSTRATION FOR YOUR CHILD TO HAVE A WORKING REED. 

REEDS TO PURCHASE – ASK MS. GILMORE WHAT COLOR FOR YOUR ABILITY LEVEL 
 

CLARINET: REEDS / REED GUARD (TO HOLD THE REEDS)/ CORK GREASE / CLEANING SWAB / LIGATURE 
 

SAXOPHONE: REEDS / REED GUARD (TO HOLD THE REEDS)/ / CORK GREASE / CLEANING SWAB / NECK STRAP / LIGATURE 
 

TRUMPET: VALVE OIL / TUNING SLIDE GREASE / MOUTHPIECE BRUSH AND SNAKE BRUSH FOR CLEANING 
 

FRENCH HORN: ROTARY OIL / TUNING SLIDE GREASE / MOUTHPIECE BRUSH FOR CLEANING 
 

TROMBONE: SLIDE CREAM /TUNING SLIDE GREASE/MINI SPRAY BOTTLE WITH WATER/MOUTHPIECE BRUSH AND SNAKE BRUSH FOR CLEANING 
 

BARITONE: VALVE OIL / TUNING SLIDE GREASE / MOUTHPIECE BRUSH AND SNAKE BRUSH FOR CLEANING 
 

TUBA: VALVE OIL / TUNING SLIDE GREASE / MOUTHPIECE BRUSH 
 

PERCUSSION:  *** SEE MS. GILMORE FOR ORDERING MALLETS 

• STICK BAG 

• SNARE DRUM STICKS – VIC FIRTH – SD 1 - GENERAL 

• BELL MALLETS – HARD PLASTIC MALLETS 

• MARIMBA MALLETS –  INNOVATIVE PERCUSSION 240 - MEDIUM BIRCH 

• XYLOPHONE MALLETS – VIC FIRTH - M5 - MEDIUM HARD RUBBER 

• TIMPANI MALLETS – VIC FIRTH – T1 – GENERAL 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. PRIVATE LESSONS 
A private lesson is one-on-one training by a professional musician who specializes in your child’s instrument. The lessons can take place 
once a week for 30 minutes. Private lessons may take place after school, in the evenings, or on a weekend, depending on your family’s 
schedule and the private teacher’s schedule. Private lessons are in addition to the daily in-school band group classes. In private lessons, 
each student learns at his/her own pace. The teacher has the time and focus to work on the individual student’s strengths and weaknesses, 
because for those 30 minutes, the student is the ONLY focus of the teacher.  

• All students are HIGHLY ENCOURAGED to take private lessons.  

• If a student is taking private lessons, they are HIGHLY ENCOURAGED to participate in the Solo and Ensemble Contest. 

• Please talk to Ms. Gilmore before you start lessons.  She wants to make sure you are getting quality lessons and service. 
  

8.   BEHAVIOR EXPECTATIONS 
During all classes, rehearsals and performances, both in school and away from school, all rules and regulations found in the Timber 
Ridge Middle School Student Handbook are applicable and will be enforced. In addition, there are rules and procedures specific to band 
students, which must be adhered to. 

 
Ms. Gilmore will not tolerate a lack of following the rules, a lack of respect, or misbehavior of any kind!  

 

http://www.qandf.com/
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General Band Room Policies: 
BE RESPECTFUL | BE RESPONSIBLE | BE ACCOUNTABLE 

  1. Always behave in a professional manner in the Band room. 

  2. Be polite, courteous and respectful to everyone at all times. 

  3. Eating, drinking or chewing anything in the band room is not allowed. 

  4. Do not interfere with the teaching and learning going on in the room. 

  5. Only band students are allowed in the band room. 

  6. Get permission before going into the Director’s office or practice rooms. 

  7. Never leave your instrument unattended. 

  8. Misuse or abuse of any school-owned equipment will not be tolerated. 

  9. If you lose any of your music, tell the Director as soon as possible. 

10. Help keep the Band Room clean and organized.  

11. The Timber Ridge Band Program is not responsible for any valuable lost or stolen items you choose to bring to class. 

12. PRACTICE. 

 

Expectation for Each Band Rehearsal: BE RESPECTFUL | BE RESPONSIBLE | BE ACCOUNTABLE 

  1. Always have your materials for band class.  

a. PENCILS, PENCILS, PENCILS! 

b. WORKING BAND INSTRUMENT 

c. BAND FOLDER WITH YOUR MUSIC AND METHOD BOOK 

d. INSTRUMENT ACCESSORIES (THIS INCLUDES MORE THAN ONE FUNCTIONAL REED) 

e. A GOOD ATTITUDE. 

  2. Take only your instrument (in the case), folder, and pencil to your chair. 

  3. Be seated in your assigned chair with materials and instrument by 2 minutes after the bell. 

  4. Check the board for rehearsal order and prepare your materials. 

  5. Play your instrument only when the Director allows you to play. 

  6. When the Director stops conducting, stop playing and listen for instructions. 

  7. Do not talk when you are not playing. 

  8. Put your materials away in the proper place when rehearsal is over.  

  9. Return to any chair and stay seated until the Director dismisses you at the bell. 

10. Leave the area around your chair cleaner than when you arrived. 

  
Classroom Guidelines: BE RESPECTFUL | BE RESPONSIBLE | BE ACCOUNTABLE 
  1. Take ALL materials to class and appropriately store or take them with you when you leave. 

  2. Follow directions the first time they are given. 

  3. Treat each person in this room with respect and dignity.   

  4. Follow all procedures and policies as outlined in the Timber Ridge Middle School band and school handbooks. 

 
Classroom Guidelines Discipline Procedure: 
1st Offense Warning and / or Guideline Infraction Notice (read it, sign it, conference with Ms. Gilmore at the end of the class.) 
2nd Offense Action Plan, Parental Contact, and a 30-minute lunch detention. 
3rd Offense Contact with school administration to determine further consequences and plans. (For example, Friday School) 
4th Offense Possible removal from band 
 

SEVERE CLAUSE:  
Any student who uses profanity, fights, damages school property (this includes the property of the teacher and other 

students), or is disrespectful (as defined by the teacher) will be sent to the office IMMEDIATELY. 
 

No Instrument in Class Policy 
If a student does not have an instrument in class, he/she will earn zero points for that day, and may not do other work during the class 
period.  The student must stay engaged in rehearsal and will complete a “Rehearsal Summary” worksheet to submit at the end of class. 
The Discipline Procedure shown above may be applied if this is a frequent occurrence. 
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GUM in Class Policy – ZERO TOLERANCE 
If a student is chewing gum in the band room, he/she will lose all points for that day.  There will be no gum in the band room and 
according to the school handbook there should be no gum at Timber Ridge.  A lunch detention may be distributed. 
  
 
 
Performance Behavior 
Once a concert begins, students are not allowed to talk at all. The utmost respect is expected while other groups are performing. 
Students who talk or misbehave in any way at a performance will be warned once. If they continue to misbehave, they will be directed 
to sit with their parents in the audience for the remainder of the concert. 
  
Playing Exemption Policy 
Sometimes students assume that if they have a cold or a sore throat, they can’t play their instrument. Each student is expected to play 
to the best of their physical ability unless experiencing severe pain or trouble breathing due to illness. If a student is too ill to play, but 
not too ill to stay home, Ms. Gilmore must have a signed note from a parent for that particular day. The note will excuse the student from 
playing for that particular day, but not from participating. Students can still participate in class through reading along with the music, 
listening, and participating in discussions. 
 
 
 

9.   GRADING POLICY 
Each student’s progress report grade and quarterly report card grade will be determined by the following: 
 

REHEARSAL PARTICIPATION 
SMART MUSIC ASSESSMENTS 

WRITTEN WORK 
PERFORMANCES 

 
 

 
Overall Grading Scale: The band program follows the school-wide grading scale: 
A = 100% - 90% / B = 89% - 80% / C = 79% - 70% / D = 69% - 60% / F = Below 60% 

 
Daily Rehearsal Participation Grade 
Students will earn 1 point per day for meeting all rehearsal requirements (listed below). If students do not ALL of the following 
requirements, they will lose their point for the day. 

• Students must have a quality, working instrument and any necessary accessories (reeds, oil, grease, etc.). 

• Students must have the required music for their class. Every student must have a 1” black binder with hole punched sheet 
music and the Essential Elements Book for their grade (6th Grade = Book 1, 7th and 8th Grade = Book 2). 

• Every student must have a pencil in their binder and they must take notes in their music when instructed to do so. 

• Students must make a positive contribution to the rehearsal. Any student who causes distractions for the class or who refuses 
to participate will lose their point for the day. 

 
Not having a working reed is like not having an instrument, since a student can’t play without one! 

If you are out of reeds or your instrument is in the repair shop, please communicate with Ms. Gilmore.   
 
Sheet Music Replacement 
Everyone receives the sheet music and handouts that they need in class. If a student loses or ruins a piece of music, he/she is responsible 
for coming before or after school to copy the music.  
 
Test and Assessment Grades 

• Band students will take several playing tests per quarter through SmartMusic. 

• Test materials will come from the Essential Elements Book.  

• A student has until the end of the quarter to make up a missed playing test. Missed playing tests will result in a grade of 0/10. 
 

 Written Assessment and General Assignment Grades 

• Written quizzes and assignments will be given throughout each quarter to all band students to assess their knowledge and skills.   
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Performance Grade 
See section 10 (below).  Attendance Policy for the definitions of “excused” and “unexcused” tardy & absence. 
 

• Each required performance is worth 50 points. These points cannot be made up with extra credit. Students who miss a performance 
must record themselves playing every song on the concert and send it to Ms. Gilmore within 2 weeks of the concert. The recording 
will be graded on a rubric like a playing test. 
 

• Each performance grade will be based on the following: 
o Student is on time to the performance 
o Student is wearing concert uniform professionally and correctly  
o Student has necessary equipment to perform 
o Student has music necessary to perform 
o Student is following directions and concert behavior guidelines with proper audience etiquette  

 
VARIOUS POINTS WILL BE DEDUCTED FOR NOT FOLLOWING THESE PERFORMANCE EXPECTATIONS. 

 
An excused absence or tardy has no effect on a student’s grade. If a parent notifies Ms. Gilmore in a reasonable amount of time about 

the absence, it will be excused by Ms. Gilmore. 
 

 
End of the Year Band Grade Information  
If a band student earns a D or F in Band at the end of a quarter report card, Ms. Gilmore will require a parent conference to discuss the 
student’s future participation in the band program. 
 

10.   ATTENDANCE POLICY 

• All Band students are expected to attend all rehearsals and performances in their entirety.  

• All performances that are on the calendar for your child’s band are mandatory events. Students are expected to attend all concerts, 
and concert dates are published very early in the year to assist you in scheduling personal events. Please make every effort to 
schedule your appointments around scheduled band events. 

• The majority of students who miss an event missed it due to a lack of planning or lack of communication. If a parent’s schedule does 
not allow time to transport their student to a band event, there are many ways to solve this problem ahead of time. Many band 
parents have worked out a carpooling system with band members from their neighborhood. Always plan ahead! 

• Requests for an “excused” absence must be submitted in a written note, email, or phone message to Ms. Gilmore at least two weeks 
prior to the performance. Requests will be reviewed and determined to be “excused” or “unexcused” at Ms. Gilmore’s discretion.  
Absences will be considered “unexcused” if reasonable notice is not given. 

 

Definitions of “Excused” and “Unexcused” Absences 

Only conflicts of a serious nature will be considered for an “excused” absence, such as: 
o Serious personal illness or injury 
o Death in the family 
o An emergency (An emergency is defined as "a sudden, unexpected occurrence or set of circumstances demanding 

immediate action." A written explanation of the emergency from a parent/guardian must be given to Ms. Gilmore 
immediately upon the student’s return to school.) 

o Individual situations on a case-by-case basis. 
 

Any non-emergency or voluntary activity will be considered an “unexcused” absence, such as: 
o Did not pre-arrange transportation  
o Going to a co-curricular activity and notice was not given to Ms. Gilmore (basketball trip, sports camp, or playoff, etc.) 
o Student has to babysit or “work” 
o Doctor appointment (non-emergency) 
o Shopping 
o Birthday party, family outing or other social engagement 
o Keeping the student home from a performance as punishment for any reason 
o Individual situations on a case-by-case basis. 
 

 
 
 



9 
 

An “unexcused” absence may result in: 
o A grade of zero points earned for that performance grade. 
o Alternative Concert Assignment. 

 
 

11.   UNIFORMS 
ALL BANDS  

Provided by the student 
1. Black dress pants or black skirt with black tights (no skin showing) 

LEGGINGS, SWEATPANTS, YOGA/LOUNGE PANTS DO NOT COUNT AS PANTS 
2. Black dress shoes 
3. Black socks (must cover ankle when seated) 

Provided by TR 
1. Performance T Shirt 
 

12. BRACES 

YES - YOU CAN BE IN BAND WITH BRACES!  However please note some important factors… 
 
During middle school, many students need to get braces or have other orthodontic work done. For many instruments, braces worsen 
playing ability at first. This can be a very frustrating time for the student. If your child is going to get braces, please let Ms. Gilmore know 
first so that she can properly address the issue of timing (when to get the braces so that it will have the least negative impact on your 
child’s band experience.) 
 
Because orthodontics affects playing ability for many students, please try to schedule appointments so that they do not create conflicts 
with performances. For example, DO NOT get braces put on for at least TWO WEEKS before a concert. DO NOT get braces tightened for 
at least FOUR DAYS before a concert, audition, important performance. Your attention to our schedule will ensure that your child is able 
to perform to the best of his/her ability on those important days. 
 
It is highly recommended if that you purchase a product to protect your child’s cheeks from pain and injury due to playing a wind 
instrument while wearing braces. Here are two that are recommended: 

1.) The Morgan Bumper          
a. Order it at: www.morganbumper.com 

 
2.) Jet-Tone Lip Protector       

a. Order it at: http:// http://www.musicarts.com/Jet-Tone-Lip-Protector-MAIN0030606-i4629128.mac 
b. Wax is also very helpful and can be purchased or supplied by your orthodontist. 

 
 

13. FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  
 

• What if my child doesn’t want to be in Band anymore? 
 

Enrollment in Band class is intended to be a year-long commitment. Special considerations have been made for each of these 
student’s schedules. The front office works very hard to make certain that all classes in the school are balanced. Changing a 
student’s schedule after the year starts causes extreme problems for the rest of the school’s schedule. Only in extreme 
circumstances will a student be able to drop Band from their schedule during the school year, and this should only happen at the 
end of a quarter.  

 
The Band Fee cannot be refunded per the Plainfield 202 District Office. 

  

• My child never brings home papers to us, where can I get this sort of information? 
 

1. This handbook contains all of the information about expectations, events, and procedures for the entire year. When you sign 
and return the contract page, you are stating that you have read and understand it completely. If your child does not turn in 
the signed back page, Ms. Gilmore will contact you to make sure it is turned in promptly. 
 

2. Ms. Gilmore also sends out emails frequently to all parents that have given her a valid email address. 

http://www.morganbumper.com/
http://www.musicarts.com/Jet-Tone-Lip-Protector-MAIN0030606-i4629128.mac
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• My child is having problems playing his/her instrument well. What should I do?  
 

1. Make sure that your child has a consistent practice time, place and routine and sticks to it. 
2. If your child is having problems with a particular skill, have him/her ask to have an after-school help session with Ms. Gilmore. 
3. If your child is having overall playing difficulties, signing up for private lessons would be very beneficial. 

 
14.   MUSIC BOOSTERS 

 
The Plainfield Middle School Music Boosters is an organization dedicated to supporting the middle school band and choir programs.  
The group is made of parents who are interested in supporting the arts by donating their time, effort, and knowledge to organize events 
and assist the band and choir directors as needed. Meetings occur about four times a year. You can also stay up to date by visiting the 
website at http://www.pmsbb.org. 
 
Music Booster Fundraisers – TBD 

 

 

 

http://www.pmsbb.org/

